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Kids Code 
Legislation 
 
The Kids Code Coalition brings together a wide 
cross-section of organizations from across the 
country to secure passage of legislation to 
protect kids online, and grew out of efforts to 
support the Kids Code itself — otherwise known 
as the Age-Appropriate Design Code (AADC). 
This legislation uses an upstream consumer 
safety approach to create safety-by-design and 
privacy-by-default protections for children and 
teens online. It is now law in California, 
Maryland, Nebraska and Vermont. 
 
The Problem 
 
Today’s internet was not built with children in 
mind. Young people are spending more time 
online than ever before — nearly half of U.S. 
teens say they are online “almost constantly,” 
according to Pew Research Center. But as their 
online presence grows, so do the risks: social 
media platforms, video streaming services, and 
gaming apps routinely collect vast amounts of 
children’s data and design their products to 
maximize engagement — often at the expense 
of kids’ privacy, mental health, and safety. 
 
Kids and teens are experiencing a youth mental 
health crisis today. A 2024 report by the 
American Psychological Association found 
strong links between excessive social media use 
and increased anxiety, depression, and body 

dissatisfaction among teens. Meanwhile, 
studies show tech companies often fail to 
implement even the most basic online 
safeguards. Investigations have revealed that 
major platforms recommended inappropriate 
content to minors within minutes, including 
harmful beauty trends, pro-eating disorder 
material, and online predators. 
 
Today’s online platforms are intentionally 
designed to maximize engagement and profit, 
often at the expense of young users’ safety and 
well-being. Online platforms: 
 

●​ Use addictive features (e.g., infinite 
scroll, autoplay) to hold attention. 

●​ Deploy dark patterns to encourage 
oversharing and in-app purchases. 

●​ Collect, sell, and profit from children’s 
personal data. 

●​ Allow adults to contact minors without 
safeguards. 

●​ Offer confusing and inaccessible safety 
policies, leaving families with little 
recourse when something goes wrong. 

 
Legislative Solution 
 
As youth mental health continues to decline — 
and rates of screen time, social media 
addiction, and manipulative online experiences 
skyrocket — the Kids Code uses a 
design-focused approach to make digital 
spaces safer and healthier by design. 
 
This legislation responds to urgent warnings 
from medical professionals, educators, 
whistleblowers, and families about the 
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real-world consequences of online harm, 
including rising rates of depression, anxiety, 
eating disorders, and drug overdoses, by 
requiring that online platforms: 
 

●​ Design products with safety and 
privacy in mind by default. 

●​ Restrict or remove addictive features. 
●​ Ban manipulative design tactics 

targeting minors. 
●​ Enforce strict data minimization and 

privacy practices. 
●​ Prevent unconnected adults from 

directly messaging children. 
●​ Publish clear, accessible policies for 

users to understand their rights and 
options. 

 
These requirements must be automatically 
applied to account holders whom online 
platforms know are under 18. 
 
What Are States Doing? 
 
Kids Code bills have been signed into law in 
California, Maryland, Nebraska, and Vermont. 
Similar legislation is also on the books in 
Florida. The AADC approach was originally used 
in the UK, where companies have enacted 
hundreds of design changes since September 
2021. 
 
In total, Kids Code bills have been introduced in 
over a dozen states including Connecticut, 
Illinois, Minnesota, New Mexico, Rhode Island, 
South Carolina, and Washington. We anticipate 
the legislation will be re-introduced in a dozen 
states next year. 

How We Can Support You 
 
The Kids Code Coalition brings together young 
people, parents, educators, medical 
professionals, technologists, and elected 
officials necessary to pass legislation in states.  
 
The national, state, and local organizations the 
coalition brings together can help mobilize 
grassroots support for legislation and identify 
advocates for storytelling, press and media, and 
witness testimony in legislative committees.  
 
Who’s in the Kids Code Coalition? 
 
The Kids Code Coalition includes national 
organizations like Accountable Tech, Center for 
Humane Tech, Common Sense Media, Design It 
For Us, Ekō, Fairplay for Kids, Issue One, MAMA, 
ParentsTogether, The Anxious Generation, and 
The Tech Oversight Project alongside state and 
local groups to advocate for kids’ online safety. 
 
For More Information 
 
You can check out the Kids Code Coalition at 
KidsCodeCoalition.org. Please reach out to 
contact@kidscodecoalition.org with any 
questions or to schedule a meeting. 
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